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Creating What Was Missing

Kyle Smitley had not originally planned to start a school. She had moved to Detroit with 

the intention to volunteer at one, yet her search soon made clear what the city was missing.-

Civic Builders1

“I couldn’t find a school that I thought was really delivering for kids in Detroit. So, I 

opened Detroit Achievement Academy in 2013 with a group of kindergarteners

“When we first opened, we said “what area of Detroit needs an amazing school?”” Detroit

Achievement Academy (DAA) opened on the northwest side of Detroit, a low-income 

area whose existing schools were known for low student proficiency rates. “I wanted to 

put an end to the narrative that still persisted in Detroit that kids who live in poverty are 

too poor or unsupported to reach their full potential.”
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In 2015, DAA moved from an old church into a school building, and in 2020,

Development Banking - New Markets Tax Credit Group and received $12.5 million in 

New Market Tax Credits. “Finding financing is hard… and Civic was great in helping us 

move past [challenges] in a way that made sense. We very certainly would not have 

been able to finance the project without having an allocation in a NMTC structure.”


